   Introductions:  Professional Leads and Hooks
The introduction:
A. In the opening sentences, introduce you topic and capture the reader’s interest by using a combination of strategies.  Use your imagination!  See your text for examples of some of the following leads.  After you capture the audience’s attention, state your thesis in a very carefully constructed sentence (usually the last sentence of the introductory paragraph.  Remember! Thesis= Topic + aOpinion + your Focus!  
SOME PROFESSIONAL LEADS and HOOKS! USE A COMBINATION!

1. Use a quotation.

2. Relate a current event.

3. Create an image or a scene.
4. Ask a series of questions. (The paper must answer these questions!)
5. Provide background information or historical data.

6. Define your topic/terms, especially for unfamiliar topics.

7. Use a personal experience.

8. Use an arresting statement.  Shock your reader!
9. Directly state your thesis.

10. Use an outside source—an expert opinion?

Tips for Oral and Written Presentations
I. CONTENT:   Pick topics you know well or are genuinely interested in. (You’ll be much more confident talking about it.)
Be an audience-centered speaker.  Check them out before you talk to them!  In order to reach your audience, know them first!  Incorporate your audience into you speech, if possible.

Satisfy the requirements of the speech, but 

BE BRAVE; CREATIVITY RULES!

II. ORGANIZATION:  
Introductions:
1. You have less than 1 minute to engage or capture your audience’s attention/interest!  Think of channel surfing with the remote control.  USE AN ATTENTION GRABBER!  (Try a combination of leads and hooks.)

      2. State your THESIS clearly. (Thesis = Topic + Opinion)

Organization:      Try to focus on purpose: inform, persuade, and entertain: then use a few transitional words or phrases to make your main points stand out.  Quality, not quantity!

Conclusions:        It’s good manners to say bye!  Close the door!  Conclude with a memorable statement or image.  Restate your thesis in a new way.  (Try a call for action or a look to the future.)

III. DELIVERY:

1.  Make a lot of eye contact ( except w your friends)
2. Speak louder and slower than you usually speak

3. Avoid umms, ahhs, like a, you know, and well ahs! Try to pause
4. Rehearse!   
5. Step up and Exit with Confidence.
2 minute speech

  5 – 7 minutes

       8 – 10 minutes

Intro: ½ min.


  Intro: 1 min.


       Intro: 1 ½ mins.
Body: 1 min. (2-3 ideas)
  Body: 3-5 mins. (3 points)
       Body: 5-7 mins. (3 Conclusion: ½ min.

  Conclusion: 1 min.

             points, 2mins/point)









       Conclusion: 1 ½ mins.

Check your handbook for more tips, especially sections on paragraphs and word choice!
